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SUB J : NEWSPAPERS ATTACK HASHISH TRADE 

REF: A. KATHMANDU 4800 
B. KATHMANDU 4698 

h FOLLOWING THE REPORTED DECISION TO ABSOLVE PRIME MINISTER 
RIJAL OF COMPLICITY IN A RECENT CASE INVOLVING THE SEIZURE 
OF 78 KILOS OF HASHISH, A NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS IN 
KATHMANDU HAVE ATTACKED "INVOLVEMENT OF HIGH LEVEL PERSONS" 
IN NARCOTICS SMUGGLING. ALTHOUGH WE BELIEVE THE CAMPAIGN 
TO BE MOTIVATED BY A DESIRE TO EMBARRASS THE PRIME MINISTER, 

IT IS THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT MEMORY THAT THE PRESS HAS 
OPENLY AND EXTENSIVELY DISCUSSED THE EXTENT AND DANGERS 
OF THE HASH TRADE IN NEPAL. 
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2. ON NOVEMBER 10 THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE MOTHERLAND IN AN 
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EDITORIAL SAID THAT MHG IS WELL AWARE OF THE HASHISH TRADE 
BUT UT HAS "FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES DONE NOTHING TO PUT 
AN END TO THIS NEFARIOUS BUSINESS." CONTINUING, THE PAPER 
STATES THAT THE MOST NOTORIOUS EFFORT TO HUSH UP THE TRADE 
"IS A CASE INVOLVING ONE OF OUR (DIPLOMATIC) MISSIONS ABROAD. 

THIS PARTICULAR CASE IS SAID TO INVOLVE SOME PROMINENT 
PERSONS, BUT NO ACTION HASBEEN TAKEN SO FAR. WHY?" THE 
EDITORIAL CALLS UPON HMG TO TAKE A CLEAR STAND ON THE BAN 
ON CANNABIS PRODUCTION AND SALE. 

3. FOLLOWING AN ARTICLE IN WHICH IT CLAIMED THAT "A FAMILY 
MEMBER OF A MINISTER (I.E., PRIME MINISTER RIJAL'S SON)" WAS 
INVOLVED IN THE RECENT SEIZURE, THE EDITOR OF THE SAMAJ WEEKLY 
WAS SUMMONED TO POLICE AUTHORITIES. ALTHOUGH HE REFUSED 

TO DIVULGE THE SOURCE OF HIS INFORMATION, THE PAPER HAS NOW 
ONCE AGAIN SHARPLY ATTACKED HMG FOR FAILURE TO STOP THE HASH 
TRADE. ON NOVEMBER 8 THE ARATI WEEKLY PRINTED AN EXTENSIVE 
STORY ON THE TRADE IN WHICH IT SAID THAT THE CASH VALUE OF 
HASHISH SMUGGLED ABROAD FROM NEPAL EQUALLED $1.5 MILLION LAST 
YEAR. THE STORY NOTES THAT THE MAIN SUPPLY CENTERS ARE IUMALA, 
TIBRIKOT, DOTI, MUGU AND DOLPA IN NORTHWEST NEPAL. IT ALLEGES 
THAT WHEREAS MUCH OF THE HASHISH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN SMUGGLED 
DIRECTLY TO INDIA, RECENT GOI EFFORTS TT INTERDICT SMUGGLERS 
HAVE FORCED THE TRADE TO KATHMANDU WHERE IT IS REPACKAGED FOR 
EXPORT. THIS, COUPLED WITH "INCREASING DEMAND IN THE INDPAN AND 
AMERICAN MARKETS" ACCOUNTS FOR THE GROWING NUMBER OF HASH 
TRADERS IN THE CITY. THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT HASHISH WORTH 
100 REPEES IN RURAL DISTRICTS CAN BE SOLD FOR 2,000-3,000 
RUPEES IN KATHMANDU AND RESOLD IN THE U.S. FOR $10,000-15,00. 

"IT IS REPORTED," CONTINUES ARATI, "THAT AMERICAN OR EUROPEAN 
MEMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL DRUG RINGS HAVE MARRIED NEPALI 
GIRLS AND ARE STAYING IN KATHMANDU. THIS GANG IS USING LOCAL 
COLLABORATORS TO CARRY THE DRUG TO BANGKOK AND HONG KONG..” 
THE PAPER WELCOMED AMERICAN EFFORTS TO URGE MORE STRINGENT 
ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS, BUT STATES THAT NEPAL IS NOW THE THIRD 
LARGEST SUPPLIER OF HASHISH TO THE UNITED STATES AFTER INDIA 
AND AFGHANISTAN. 

4. OTHER PAPERS, INCLUDING NAYA SAMAJ AND JANMABHUMI WEEKLY, 
HAVE CALLED UPON THE GOVERNMENT TO ENFORCE STRICTLY THE BAN 
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ON HASHISH. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE THE POLITICAL MOTIVATION OF THESE 
ARTICLES, ONE EDITOR (SHRESTHA OF THE MOTHERLAND) SAID HE 
HAD WRITTEN THE EDITORIAL NOT ONLY TO PREVENT A WHITEWASH 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER, BUT ALSO BECAUSE HE WAS PERSONALLY 
CONCERNED AT THE NUMBER OF NEPALESE YOUNG PEOPLE NOW TAKING 
DRUGS. WE ARE PARTICULARLY ENCOURAGED BY THE PRESS CAMPUQGN 
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WHICH, IN CONJUNCTION WITH COMMENTS FROM OTHER PROMINENT 
NEPALESE, IS THE FIRST REAL INDICATION THAT THERE IS MOUNTING 
PUBLIC PRESSURE TO CRACK DOWN ON THE BLATANT SALE AND SMUGGLING 
OF DRUGS. WHILE WE ARE NOT HOPEFUL THAT THERE WILL BE A 
DRAMATIC SHIFT IN HMG'S ATTITUDE, ESPECIALLY REGARDING 
NEPALESE INVOLVED IN TRAFFICKING, WE ARE USING THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO PUSH FOR ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS AGAINST THE MORE 
OBVIOUS CASES INVOLVING FOREIGN NATIONAL. CARGO UNQTE. 

KISSINGER 
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